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Annex I:  

The average teacher-to-student ratio, class size and number of teaching periods per 
teacher for aided primary and secondary schools in Hong Kong for the 2004/05 
school year: 

 Aided primary school Aided secondary 
school 

Average teacher-to-student ratio 1:19.1 1:18.1 
Average class size 32.6 37.3 
Average number of teaching 
periods per teacher per cycle 

28 28 

Average number of teaching 
hours per teacher per day 

3.3 3.7 

 
 
Annex II: 
 

The average teacher-to-student ratio, class size and number of teaching periods per 
teacher per cycle in the 2004/05 school year as compared with the corresponding 
figures five years ago (i.e. 1999/2000): 

Aided primary school Aided secondary school  
1999/2000 2004/05 1999/2000 2004/05 

Average teacher-to-student 
ratio 

1:22.4 1:19.1 1:18.8 1:18.1 

Average class size 33.6 32.6 37.3 37.3 
Average number of teaching 
periods per teacher per cycle 

30 28 29 28 

 
 
 



Annex III: 
 

According to the information available on the Internet, the respective average 
teacher-to-student ratios, class sizes and numbers of teaching hours per teacher per 
week in the United States, the United Kingdom, the Mainland, Taiwan and Singapore: 

(1) Teacher-to-student ratioNote 1 

Average teacher-to-student ratio 
Country/Area 

Primary school Secondary school 

Hong Kong 1:19.1 1:18.1 

United States 1:15.5 1:15.5 

United Kingdom 1:20 1:14.8 

Mainland 1:21.9 1:18.8 Note 2 

Taiwan 1:18.3 1:16.5 Note 2 

Singapore 1:24.3 1:19 

 
(2) Class sizeNote 1 

Average class size 

Country/Area Primary school Secondary school 

Hong Kong 32.6 37.3 

United States 22 23.2 

United Kingdom 26 24.2 

Mainland 34.4 57.1Note 2 

Taiwan 29.7 36.2 Note 2 

Singapore 37.7 36.7 



(3) Number of teaching hoursNote 1 

Average number of teaching hours 

per teacher per week Country/Area 

Primary school Secondary school 

Hong KongNote 3 16.3 18.7 

United States 31.6 31.2 

United Kingdom 21.8 19.1 

Mainland 15-21 18 Note 2 

Taiwan 14-17 14-17 Note 2 

Singapore 19 18 

 
Note 1  
Sources:  

● United States: Education at a glance 2005, Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development Indicators: http://www.oecd.org/ 
UNESCO, 2003 

● United 
Kingdom: 

Education at a glance 2005, Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development Indicators: http://www.oecd.org/ 
Teacher Workload Study, 2001, Extracts from the Pricewaterhouse Coopers 
interim report 

● Mainland: Education at a glance 2005, Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development Indicators: http://www.oecd.org/ 
“Opinion on the Evaluation and Employment of Primary and Secondary School 
Teachers”, 1998 (Revised in 2005) 

● Taiwan: Ministry of Education, Taiwan – http://www.edu.tw/, latest update – 2004 
school year 
“Basic Principles for Setting the Number of Teaching Periods for Teachers in 
Junior High Schools and Elementary Schools”, 2003 (junior high schools: 
18-22 preiods, 45 minutes; elementary schools: 21-25 periods, 40 minutes) 

● Singapore: Ministry of Education Singapore – Education Statistics Digest 2004 
Primary: IPMA Report NIE-Exeter Joint Study Year Two Jan-Dec 2000 
Secondary: 
http://thatjedi.myblogsite.com/blog/_archives/2005/8/20/1154147.html 

 
Note 2 
In the case of the Mainland, “secondary school” refers to public junior and senior secondary schools, 
whereas in the case of Taiwan, it refers to public junior and senior high schools. 
 
Note 3 
Figures are calculated on the basis of a 5-day cycle at a 35-minute period for the primary schools and a 
40-minute period for the secondary schools in Hong Kong. 
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