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The UN Convention on the Elimination
of all Forms of Discrimination against
Women (CEDAW) was extended to
Hong Kong in 1996. Since then, the
HKSAR Government is adhered to the
principle of CEDAW and has been
promoting the public awareness of the
Convention. The Government also
works closely with the Women's
Commission, local women groups,
social services agencies and people
from all sectors to promote women’s
well-being and status as well as to
achieve gender equality. Considerable
progress has been accomplished.
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Three strategic functions of the Commission —
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championing women's causes
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inspiring and catalyzing changes
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mobilizing community resources
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Article 2 of CEDAW calls upon States Parties to
pursue by all appropriate means a policy of
eliminating discrimination against women. The
Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action,
adopted at the Fourth World Conference on
Women in 1995, also urges States Parties to create
institutional mechanisms for the advancement of

women.
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Established in January 2001 and appointed by the Chief
Executive of the HKSAR, Women’s Commission is a high-level
central mechanism to further promote the well-being and
interests of women. Its mission is to enable women to fully
realize their due status, rights and opportunities in all aspects of
life.
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omen’s
Commission
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Major achievements of the Commission
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design Gender Mainstreaming Checklist
and promote application by government
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review services for women
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empower women through capacity building
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raise gender awareness of the public and
reduce gender stereotyping
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monitor implementation of CEDAW and Beijing collaborate  with local and international

Platform for Action
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commission studies and surveys relating to women

organisations
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Published by the Women's Commission, the “Good Practices on the

Empowerment of Women” set out 33 cxamples of good empowerment
rom . NGOs, women service agencies and

community groups.
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‘The CBMP was launched by the Women’s Commission, the Open University of Hong Kong and the Commercial Radio in March 2004 to
provide innovative and flexible learning opportunities for women. Courses are taught mainly through radio broadcast, with supplementary
learning activities and face-to-face courses. Since its launch, the Programme has attracted over 6,000 participants to enroll and over 100
NGOs and women organizations had collaborated in offering Face courscs.
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Article 10 of CEDAW calls upon States Parties
to ensure women equal rights with menin the
FEERABLBABHEERNZ [RRFMH21LEFERZ] field of education; and Article 11(1)(c) urges
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States Parties, on a basis of equality of men
and women, to ensure women the right to
receive vocational training and retraining.
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Females and males in Hong Kong enjoy
equal access to education. All girls and
boys are entitled to nine-year universal ” -
basic education. They also enjoy equal P Feimals P L
access to secondary and tertiary
education, and to study subjects and
take part in extra-curricular activities as

BIEREE AEHEAR
Students in Programmes Funded by University Grants Committee
by Level of Study and Sex

they desire.
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Students in Programmes Funded by University Grants Committee.
by Academic Programme and Sex, 2004/05.
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Government, tertiary institutions, Vocational Training Council, Employees
Retraining Board, Productivity Council and NGOs provide vocational training and
retraining, as well as continuing education courses of different nature for women.
The Open University of Hong Kong provides tertiary education opportunities for
adult learners who have not
received formal tertiary
education, and jointly organizes
the Capacity Building Mileage
Programme with the Women's
Commission and Commercial
Radio.
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-I_he Economy and
Elimination Of Poverty
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Median Monthly Employment Earnings of Employed Persons
by Occupation of Selected Employment and Sex
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Article 11 of CEDAW calls upon States ) 5
Parties to ensure, on a basis of R #00 oo R
equality of men and women, the T
same employment and labour rights;
and Article 13(b) urges States Parties
to ensure both men and women the

equal right to bank loans, mortgages e,
and other forms of financial credit.
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Labour Force Participation Rates by Sex
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Women have been actively participating in the
economy, contributing to and enjoying the
outcome of the economic success of Hong Kong.
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Various funding and support
schemes provided by the Trade
and Industry Department
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advice and support o women  {B A A GEHI BEB A FREITH RO BREAR - IMIBRETER

who seek to start their own

businesses SRR 40 85 T R AR AV FER] R AIFIREE

Women enjoy equal employment opportunities and are protected under the same set
of labour legislation. They also choose career in accordance with their capabilities
and ambitions to fully realize their potentials. Migrant workers enjoy the same rights,
benefits and protection under the labour legislation as local employees.
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Government and NGOs provide a wide range of support services for women
entrepreneurs, including supports in financing, human resources, marketing and
means to enhance overall competitiveness.

SEEFNFERERMBINIOREAL
Employed Persons by Occupation and Sex, 2004
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Together We Build a Harmonious Community
Exhibition Schedule
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Exhibition Period

08.12.05 - 24.12.05
28.12.05 - 07.01.06
09.01.06 - 21.01.06

JHEBAFEE  Shatin Government Offices
REBAFEE Cheung Sha Wan Government Offices
RIBKIE TABFESE

Revenue Tower North Point Government Offices
EEB/FEE  Tsuen Wan Government Offices
HPIBAFEE  Tuen Mun Government Offices
SHHEBFEE  Queensway Government Offices

23.01.06 - 04.02.06
06.02.06 - 18.02.06
20.02.06 - 04.03.06

10.03.06 - 11.04.06 OIEEAHEEE R ALEEZE

Shek Tong Tsui Public Library  North Kwai Chung Public Library
13.04.06 - 140506  ERFEENHEELRE RKEAHEER

Lockhart Road Public Library  Tin Sui Wai Public Library
16.05.06 - 14.06.06 SEEAHEERE BERAHEEE

Chai Wan Public Library Tsing Yi Public Library
16.06.06 - 13.07.06  TIVENHEELE BEILNHEER

To Kwa Wan Public Library Ma On Shan Public Library
14.07.06 - 09.08.06 WELtEER MEAHEEE

Shui Wo Street Public Library  Fanling Public Library
12.08.06 - 13.09.06 HIRANHEEE RERALEELR

Lai Chi Kwok Public Library Tseung Kwan O Public Library

15 BB Venue Sponsors:
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Leisure and Cultural
BRTEEE ‘ Services Department

Government Property Agency

2ZEZERl  Reference

CHBREHRZ— 248 22%9) Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/text/0360794c.pdf (F32)
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/text/econvention.htm (English)

FESHTRERRERCERERZ — IR BAR AN B8RRI E—RES

Initial Report on the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region under Article 18 of the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
http://www.hwfb.gov.hk/download/press_and_publications/otherinfo/chab.exe (FA3X)
http://www.hwfb.gov.hk/download/press_and_publications/otherinfo/HAB.EXE (English)

BEEHRERZ S RES IR EERATRERECH R L — RS RANRZNE - RBSOEARER
Concluding Comments of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women on the Initial
Report on the HKSAR under the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
http://www.hwfb.gov.hk/en/press_and_publications/otherinfo/cedaw2c.htm (FR32)
http://www.hwfb.gov.hk/en/press_and_publications/otherinfo/CEDAW2.HTM (English)

EERITRERCHREEZ — IR RSRAK) B RRE

Second Report on the HKSAR under the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women

http://www.hwfb.gov.hk/cn/press_and_publications/otherinfo/040205_wo_cedaw.html (132)
http://www.hwfb.gov.hk/en/press_and_publications/otherinfo/040205_wo_cedaw.html (English)

(IERES) R(ILTITHME) Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/beijing/platform/

EERITREBRARECCRITHRZE) RS

The report of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Government on the implementation of the Beijing
Platform for Action

http://www.hwfb.gov.hk/download/press_and_publications/otherinfo/bparc.pdf (13X)
http://www.hwfb.gov.hk/download/press_and_publications/otherinfo/BPAR.PDF (English)

EERTREBRARECCRITHRZE) NS ZREE

The Second Report of the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region on the Implementation

of the Beijing Platform for Action
http://www.hwfb.gov.hk/download/press_and_publications/otherinfo/050829_dpfa/c_bpfa_2nd_report.pdf (F3X)
http://www.hwfb.gov.hk/download/press_and_publications/otherinfo/050829_dpfa/e_bpfa_2nd_report.pdf (English)

IRLZEHZEBE Women's Commission
http://www.women.gov.hk
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Decision-Making
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Articles 7 and 8 of CEDAW call upon
States Parties to ensure women, on

equal terms with men, the rights to
participate in political and public life

THREE R BERER BWRATAREANS LA
(BZE2005F11A18)
Gender Ratio in Executive Council and Legislative Council,
and among Permanent Secretaries and
Members of Government Advisory and Statutory Bodies
(as of 1 November 2005)

X Female 3 Male
TR 3 26
Execitive Council (10.3%) 89.7%)
SEEE 1 49
Legislative Council (18.3%) ©1.7%)
BHRBE BB AHR) 8 -
P t Secret:
(the ighast ranking offcias in i service @r.s%) ©2:5%)
EHREERAEEES
(@Z2005%F10A318) e D

Appointed Members of Government Adhisory
and Statutory.
(as of 31 Oclober 2005P

at both the national and international
levels, as well as to participate in the
work of international organizations.
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In Hong Kong, there have been increasing

participation of women in public affairs

T
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play an influential role in the political arena.
Many women in Hong Kong also
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- P and more and more females have taken up
- - senior positions in the government and

participate actively in the international
arena, and represent the HKSAR

Government in the work of international
organizations.
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Mrs. Anson Chan, the first female  Ms. Elsie Leung, the first female ‘The Hon. Mrs. Rita Fan, the Dr. Sarah Liao, Secretary for

Chicf Secretary for
Administration

Sccretary for Justice
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Article 14 of CEDAW calls upon States Parties to ensure

women, on a basis of equality of men and women, the % ° HEREBRET
right to participate in the elaboration and implementation [EEcR:4-§ EYchi]
of development planning at all levels.

first female President of the  Environment, Transport and
Legislative Council Works

Development
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Funding support is available under the Environment and Gonservation Fund for

community groups to organize environmental activities. The Environmental

Protection Department has organized activities in collaboration with women's
to promote women's awareness.
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Article 12 of CEDAW calls
upon States Parties to
ensure, on a basis of equality
of men and women, access
to health care services, and
appropriate  services in
connection with pregnancy,
confinement  and  the
post-natal period.
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The Government provides a comprehensive range of
affordable, accessible and quality health care services for
women. The Government has since September 2001
introduced the Universal Antenatal HIV Testing Scheme,
under which all pregnant women will receive HIV antibody
test on a voluntary basis. The publicity materials are written
in 12 different languages to facilitate promotion of the
Scheme among people of difference races. The Red Ribbon

Centre of the Department of Health also makes active efforts
to promote women'’s awareness of HIV/AIDS.
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The Government in collaboration with other health care
professionals have launched since 8 March 2004 a
territory-wide Cervical Screening Programme, under which
participants will receive a cervical smear test at a mere cost of
HK$100 (about US$13) for preventing cervical cancer.
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The Maternal and Child Health Centres under the Department of
Health provide free antenatal and postnatal care and family planning

services for pregnant women, including holding workshops on
child-raising techniques and promoting breast-feeding.
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Violence
Combatlng Domestic
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The Beijing Platform for Action requires State Parties to
take integrated measures to prevent and eliminate
violence against women.
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The Government does not tolerate domestic
violence. It has all along adopted a
three-pronged  approach, i.e. preventive

measures, supportive measures and specialized
services, in handling domestic violence. We also

strengthen  collaboration between different
professionals to facilitate early identification of g
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We will also pursue the

perpetrators of violence.

Offenders in  violence

cases involving assaults

1 or other criminal offences

m E are liable to criminal
charges under the law.

The law also provides for a

civil remedy for victims of
domestic violence to seek
an injunction, rendering
better protection to the

families in need and provide early intervention
victims.

and assistance.

.
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We have strengthened public education and strived to eliminate gender stereotype. We also

seek to help victims of domestic violence understand their rights, the protection afforded by
law and the support services provided by the Government, and encourage them to seek help

as early as possible.
B CE BB BEVEER -
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Article 13(c) of CEDAW calls upon States

C It re Parties to ensure women the right to
u u a n d participate in recreational activities, sports

and all aspects of cultural life.
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Technology
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Hong Kong women have actively participated in the cultural
sectors.  They share their thoughts, values, beliefs and
perspectives as women through all means.
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NGOs  organize various activities to promote the
elimination of digital divide.
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Director Ann Hui, the first female President of the Hong
Kong Film Directors’ Guide.

Seminar organized by the Women’s Commission on the role of the
media in promoting gender equality.
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otectlon of Rights
aﬂd the Equal Opportunities Commission
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T s B 1% BUW L (&3 #1) B2 ¢ The Beijing Declaration and the Beijing Platform for Action

bt T4 ) $R 2SR A - (BPFA) was adopted at the Fourth World Conference on Women

Reports on the implementation of CEDAW jn 1995. The CEDAW was extended to Hong Kong in 1996.
and BPFA published by the HKSAR

O Hit EEBBEMET (BLRH) M (LRITHEE)
HERE S BIRIR RGBS B R RE S WS
BRAERER L S ER T -

Since then, the HKSAR Government is adhered to the principles of CEDAW
and BPFA, and has issued two reports on each of the two documents to
review the Government's efforts in advancing women’s status.
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Consultation  session _organized by the
HKSAR Government for preparation of the
CEDAW report.
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‘The Mainland and Hong Kong Joint Events in Celebration of “Beijing + 10” held in Beijing
in April 2005.
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Article 2 of CEDAW calls upon States Parties to pursue by all appropriate means a policy of
eliminating discrimination against women.
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The Equal Opportunites Commission was established in 1996 under the Sex
Discrimination Ordinance. It is tasked with the responsibility of eliminating sex
discrimination and promoting equal opportunities between women and men. The
Commission conducts investigations, handles complaints, encourages conciliation
between parties in dispute, provides assistance to aggrieved persons and undertakes
public education and research programmes. It also enforces the Sex Discrimination
Ordinance and the Family Status Discrimination Ordinance.
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The Women's Commission and the
Equal Opportunities Commission
often co-organized public events to
promote public awareness on
gender equality.

E tEH *ﬂ& Looking Ahead
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The HKSAR Government will continue to adhere to the principle of CEDAW, and work closely with the
Women’s Commission to mobilize community resources and together we will build an equal and
harmonious Hong Kong.




