中國成語故事首日封內文

成語是久經習用凝練而成的短語，具有言簡意賅、鮮明生動的特點。成語典故大多源於寓言、詩文、歷史，既具有豐富的文化內涵，又蘊含雋永的人生哲理。正因如此，成語至今仍廣泛用於口頭說話及書面文章，顯示著旺盛的生命力，歷久而不衰。

“中國成語故事”郵票一套四枚，分別為“相敬如賓”、“開卷有益”、“聞雞起舞、“同舟共濟”。 

$1.40 - 相敬如賓

本作“相待如賓”，語出於《左傳》。春秋時，晉國大夫臼季出使途中經過農田，見一婦人為夫送飯，二人恭敬有禮，有如對待賓客一樣。今以“相敬如賓”形容夫妻間相處融洽，彼此敬重。

此票繪畫一男一女舉杯共飲。夫妻二人以禮相待，神態必恭必敬。

$2.40 - 開卷有益

本作“開卷有得”，語出於陶潛《與子儼等疏》。東晉詩人陶潛少愛讀書，每開卷讀書有所領會，便欣然忘食。後世以“開卷有益”強調閱讀的好處，意指只要打開書本閱讀，就會有所得益。

此票繪畫宋太宗挑燈夜讀的情景。宋太宗深信開卷有益，雖日理萬機，卻不忘每天讀書，孜孜不倦。

$3 - 聞雞起舞

源出於《祖逖傳》。東晉名將祖逖少有報國之志，與劉琨意氣相投而共住。某天半夜荒野雞鳴，祖逖聞聲後踢醒劉琨，起床舞劍。今以“聞雞起舞”形容有志者及時奮發。

票中雄雞報曉，壯士黎明即起，拔劍而舞，像祖逖一樣勤奮用功。

$5 - 同舟共濟

本作“同舟而濟”，語出於《孫子》。春秋時，吳越兩國交惡。吳人越人乘舟遇風浪，雙方拋開敵意，互相救助，終能平安渡河。後世以“同舟共濟”比喻同心合力，戰勝困難。

票中波濤起伏，舟上二人執手相握，以示團結一致，共渡難關。

首日封選用雅淡的底色，襯托出郵票濃烈的色彩。稚童手執“成”、“語”、“故”、“事”四字，與小型張裏老人家前面圍坐聽故事的小孩互相呼應，點出成語源遠流長、代代承傳的特徵。

-完-

First Day Cover Text for Chinese Idioms and Their Stories

Chinese idioms are set phrases which have evolved and been used over thousands of years, succinct and expressive, vivid and figurative. Often originated from fables, literature and historical facts or personages, their stories are therefore full of references and wisdom. Idioms are still widely used among Chinese both in verbal and written form, reflecting their vitality and charm which never fade over time.

These new stamp releases are themed on Chinese idioms.

$1.40 – Respect makes successful marriage

The story goes that during the Spring and Autumn Period (770 – 476 BC), Jiu Ji of the State of Jin was travelling on a mission when he saw a woman bringing lunch to the field for her husband.  He was very much impressed by this courteous couple who respected each other like guests. The idiom now denotes the respect between husband and wife.
The stamp portrays a couple greeting each other with a cup in their hands, showing mutual respect and politeness. 

$2.40 – Reading is always rewarding

This idiom originates from Tao Qian, a great poet in the Eastern Jin Dynasty (317 – 420 AD). Tao was a fervent reader who happily skipped his meal whenever he was carried away by the joy of reading. It is often used to illustrate the benefits of reading.
The stamp depicts Emperor Taizong of the Song Dynasty (960 – 1279 AD) reading by lamplight. He is reputed to have insisted upon reading every day despite heavy administrative duties.

$3 – Prepare for success

The story goes that in the middle of the night, Zu Ti, who later became a formidable general of the Eastern Jin Dynasty (317 – 420 AD), was awakened by a cock’s crow. He then woke up his close friend Liu Kun, who shared with him the aspiration to protect the country, and both of them rose for sword practice. The moral of this story is to seize the day and get prepared.

The young man in the stamp is practising sword training at dawn as Zu Ti did.

$5 – All in the same boat

Wu and Yue were firm enemies during the Spring and Autumn Period (770 – 476 BC). A storm broke when people of the two states were travelling in the same boat. In distress, they suspended hostility and helped each other to sail through. The moral of this story is to help and support each other in hard times.

The stamp depicts two men standing in a boat on rough water. Their hands are clasped together to suggest concerted effort in times of trouble. 

The First Day Cover features a pale background that contrasts with the colourful stamps. Children holding characters for idioms in Chinese (cheng yu gu shi) appear again in the stamp sheetlet, gathered around an old man listening to stories, alluding to the long history of idioms that goes on from generation to generation.

-End-
