Annex

Ninth Plenary of the Hong Kong/Guangdong Co-operation Joint Conference

Progress Report

(On-going items excluded)

	Areas of co-operation


	Major achievements in 2005/06

	Promotion of Pan-Pearl River Delta Regional Co-operation


	(1) The “Pan-Pearl River Delta (PPRD) Regional Co-operation Financial Services Forum” was convened in Hong Kong in March 2006. The Guangdong Province has rendered great support to the forum and has assisted in the liaison with provinces/regions.

(2) Hong Kong and Guangdong have exchanged views in various areas regarding PPRD regional co-operation, including the setting up of a secretariat for the PPRD leaders’ forum and the preparation for the third PPRD Regional Co-operation and Development Forum.



	Economic, Trade and Investment Promotion


	(1) The two sides have jointly organised various trade and investment promotion activities, including:

i) Invest Hong Kong organised a total of eight seminars in Guangzhou, Shantou, Dongguan and Foshan last year. Delegations have also been arranged for Guangdong enterprises to visit Hong Kong to enhance their understanding on the business environment in Hong Kong;

ii) The Hong Kong Trade Development Council (HKTDC) joined hands with Communications Association of Hong Kong, Hong Kong Wireless Technology Industry Association and Hong Kong Wireless Development Centre to organise a delegation on wireless technology to visit Guangzhou and Shenzhen in November 2005, which aimed to understand the development of wireless technology in the two places, facilitate exchange of views and promote business opportunities between Hong Kong and Guangdong;

iii) HKTDC held the third “CEO Forum” in Guangzhou in March 2006 to strengthen the complementary relationship between Hong Kong and Guangdong in the areas of trade, services and economy and to boost regional competitiveness;

iv) Invest Hong Kong received a delegation of Guangdong private enterprises organised by the Hong Kong Greater Pearl River Delta Business Council Joint Investment and Trade Promotion Sub-group in May 2006;

v) HKTDC and the Dongguan Municipal People's Government jointly organised a co-operation seminar in Hong Kong in June 2006. The seminar provided an exchange platform for enterprises of the service industry in Hong Kong and enterprises in Dongguan requiring services provided by their Hong Kong counterparts;

vi) Invest Hong Kong launched a website earlier this year to serve Mainland investors;

vii) The Step-by-Step Guide, a guidebook on the procedures in relation to Guangdong enterprises exploring investment opportunities in Hong Kong, was published in June 2006. The guidebook serves as a one-stop policy guide for Guangdong enterprises intending to establish business in Hong Kong;

viii) The “2006 Business Fair for Hong Kong-Guangdong Economic, Technology and Trade Co-operation” was held in Hong Kong in July 2006 to promote economic and trade co-operation between the two sides.

(2) The Department of Foreign Trade and Economic Co-operation of Guangdong Province, together with HKTDC, jointly organised three sessions of training seminars for management staff of enterprises in Guangdong in September 2005, January and May 2006, during which participants were given in-depth briefings on the business environment and the advantages of service industry in Hong Kong.

(3) The two sides have carried out a series of work and exchange programmes for implementing co-operation in service trades under CEPA:

(i) The “Guangzhou-Hong Kong CEPA Market Entry Facilitation Group” was established in November 2005. The Group held a working meeting in April 2006 to review the effectiveness of its work for the first six months;

(ii) The Environment, Transport and Works Bureau, together with representatives of the construction industry in Hong Kong, arranged a seminar-cum-visit with the Guangdong Provincial Communication Department in January 2006;

(iii) The Economic and Trade Commission of Guangdong Province and Hong Kong Coalition of Professional Services jointly organised an exchange seminar for professionals in Hong Kong and Guangdong in March 2006.  HKTDC teamed up with the Economic and Trade Commission of Guangdong Province to organise a series of exchange seminars in Xiaolan Town in Zhongshan and Xinhui District in Jiangmen on service industry in Hong Kong and professional towns in Guangdong. The seminars aimed to enhance co-operation and exchange between the two sides in the areas of brand design, innovation and promotion.

(iv) The Guangzhou Administration and Service Centre for Foreign Investors, the Trade and Industry Department of HKSAR Government and HKTDC jointly published a “Flowchart on application procedures for providing logistics services in Guangzhou under CEPA” in July 2006. A seminar on opportunities and application procedures for logistics services under CEPA in Guangzhou was also held in Hong Kong, to facilitate Hong Kong business operators to make use of concessions provided to logistics services in Guangzhou under CEPA.




	Encourage Guangdong Enterprises to List in Hong Kong


	Hong Kong Exchange and Clearing Limited has explained listing in Hong Kong to Mainland enterprises through organising promotion activities as follows:

(i) organised a seminar in Guangzhou and a forum in Foshan on raising capital in Hong Kong in December 2005;

(ii) introduced listing requirements in Hong Kong at a training course jointly organised by HKTDC and the Department of Foreign Trade and Economic Co-operation of Guangdong Province in Hong Kong in January 2006;

(iii) introduced the securities market and listing requirements in Hong Kong to a delegation led by the PPRD General Co-ordination Offices (including representatives from Guangdong Province) in February 2006;

(iv) attended a seminar organised by HKTDC and Mainland governments/business organisations in Shenzhen, Nanhai in Foshan and Shunde in March 2006 to promote to local enterprises the listing opportunities in Hong Kong;

(v) attended a seminar organised by Invest Hong Kong in Shenzhen in April 2006 to introduce to local enterprises the securities market of Hong Kong; and arranged one-day visits in both Dongguan and Shenzhen to meet with local enterprises;

(vi) introduced the securities market in Hong Kong at an expo held in Guangzhou in May 2006;

(vii) participated in the “Investment Promotion Day” in Guangzhou in June 2006 organised by Invest Hong Kong and Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office in Guangdong (GDETO,) and paid a one-day visit to Foshan to meet with local enterprises.


	Joint Efforts to Promote Greater Pearl River Delta


	(1) 
HKTDC, the Hong Kong-Japan Business Co-operation Committee and the Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office Tokyo jointly arranged a delegation of Japanese think tank to visit Hong Kong, Guangzhou and Chengdu in February 2006.  Members of the delegation, who were representatives of renowned academic and research organisations in Japan, were able to obtain first-hand information on the economic development in Hong Kong, the Greater PRD and the PPRD Region.
(2) 
Hong Kong and Guangdong jointly organised the “Business Fair for Guangdong–Hong Kong Economic, Technology and Trade Co-operation” in San Francisco in the US and Vancouver in Canada in October 2005 to introduce CEPA and the investment prospect in Guangdong and Hong Kong.

(3) 
Hong Kong and cities in Guangdong Province have jointly organised overseas seminars to promote the Greater PRD for a number of times:

i) with Dongguan in Vancouver, Canada in October 2005;

ii) with Shenzhen in London, UK and Hamburg, Germany; and with Jiangmen in Tokyo, Japan in November 2005;

iii) with Guangzhou in Stockholm, Sweden in March 2006;

iv) with Dongguan in Copenhagen, Denmark; and with Zhuhai in Florence, Italy in April 2006;

v) with Shenzhen in Seoul, Korea in May 2006;

vi) with Jiangmen in San Diego, US in June 2006.



	Co-operation in Innovation and Technology and Informatisation


	(1) Innovation and Technology
i) Assessment of applications of the “2005 Guangdong/Hong Kong Technology Co-operation Funding Scheme” was completed in December 2005;

ii) The Innovation and Technology Commission and the Department of Science and Technology of the Guangdong Provincial Government jointly organised a series of seminars and roadshows in Guangzhou, Shenzhen, Dongguan and Foshan between May and June 2006 to help industries in the PRD to understand the work plans of Hong Kong's Research and Development Centres, modes of co-operation and potential business opportunities the centres could bring;

iii) The new round of the “Guangdong/Hong Kong Technology Co-operation Funding Scheme” will be launched in August 2006 to support R&D projects in six technology areas.
(2) Informatisation
i) The Expert Group held the first meeting in Guangzhou in May 2006;

ii) An HKSAR delegation on information technology visited Guangdong in May 2006 to exchange views with counterparts in Guangdong on the development of informatisation in the Guangdong Province.



	Co-operation in Environmental Protection, Health and Food Safety
	(1) Environmental Protection
i) The PRD Regional Air Quality Index has been published on a daily basis since November 2005;

ii) Other measures that have been or are being implemented:

(a) Hong Kong:

1.
introducing Euro IV motor vehicle emission standards for newly registered vehicles in phases in 2006;

2.
requiring power companies to carry out measures to reduce emissions and to increase the use of natural gas for power generation; and

3.
continuing to impose caps on the total emissions of power companies and completing the drafting of a new regulation for controlling emissions of volatile organic compounds.

(b) Guangdong Province:

1.
large coal-fired power plants of about 6,300 MW have been retrofitted with flue gas desulphurization (FGD) systems capable of reducing emissions of sulphur dioxide by 150,000 tonnes per year. By 2010, large generation units of around 20,000 MW would have completed the retrofitting works, emissions of sulphur dioxide can thus be reduced by over 400,000 tonnes each year;
2.
from July 1, 2006, generation units using FGD systems will be provided with an incentive of RMB$0.015 per kWh when electricity is sold to the power grid;

3. 
two power plants – Zhongshan Hengmen Power Plant and Zhuhai Hongwan Power Plant – have been converted to generation by natural gas since February 2006; and

4.
Phase I of the Guangdong Liquefied Natural Gas Project was completed in June 2006. As part of the project, four large-scale gas-fired power plants will be commissioned in phases in the coming few months to reduce Guangdong’s reliance on highly polluting fuel.

(2) Public Health
i) 
A delegation of the Hospital Authority and the Department of Health had academic exchange with the Health Department of Guangdong Province and other relevant local health authorities in September 2005.  The two sides discussed the epidemiology and clinical treatment of dengue fever, rabies and Streptococcus suis;

ii) 
Representatives of the Health Department of Guangdong Province visited the Health, Welfare and Food Bureau and departments under its purview in March 2006. The delegation also visited the facilities and operations of the Emergency Response Centre and the Risk Communication Centre under the Centre for Health Protection;

iii) The tripartite meeting of Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Expert Group on the Prevention and Control of Infectious Diseases was held in Dongguan in June 2006, during which the three sides signed an agreement to strengthen their co-operation and information exchange regarding the investigation of public health incidents.

(3) Food Safety
Hong Kong and Guangdong signed the Framework Agreement on Exchanges and Co-operation in Food Safety for Hong Kong/Guangdong and convened the first high-level meeting on April 11, 2006 to enhance information exchange.


	Construction of Major Cross-boundary

Infrastructural Projects


	(1) Hong Kong-Shenzhen Western Corridor (HK-SWC)
Construction of the Hong Kong section of HK-SWC was completed in end 2005.  Construction of the Shenzhen Bay Control Point is in progress.

(2) Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge

On the setting of the boundary crossing facilities (BCFs) and mode of immigration and customs inspections, the parties concerned have agreed to adopt the “separate locations of BCFs” mode and to commission the China Highway Planning and Design Institute to commence as soon as possible the study on the options of the setting of the BCFs.  In parallel, the study on the financing arrangements for the bridge will continue.  Once the relevant plans have been confirmed and the Central Government has given approval, commencement of the construction of the project will proceed immediately.
(3) Guangzhou-Shenzhen-Hong Kong Express Rail Link (ERL)

Construction of the section linking Shibi in Guangzhou and Longhua in Shenzhen commenced in December 2005. For the Hong Kong section, the Executive Council gave green light to further planning of the proposed Northern Link and the Hong Kong section of the ERL as a combined project in February 2006. The Kowloon Canton Railway Corporation has been invited to proceed with further planning of the project.

(4) Co-operation between the Hong Kong Airport Authority and Zhuhai Airport

The two sides have completed all the approval procedures in relation to the collaboration agreement and are planning for the handover of airport management as soon as possible.

	Co-operation at Control Points


	(1) Shekou Terminal has commenced Sea-Air Link check-in service since November 2005;

(2) The second session of the seminar on co-operation in technologies for control point clearance was held in March 2006;

(3) To tackle traffic problem of the inland control point in Huangcun, Dongguan, Guangdong will start operating the Liaobu inland control point in Dongguan before the end of 2006 and will close the control point at Huangcun. The new facility in Liaobu will adopt express clearance systems so as to conduct inspection in a speedier and more effective manner, and thus further enhance the efficiency of operation.



	Co-operation in Urban Planning and Development


	(1) Hong Kong and Guangdong reached consensus on the principles and approach of the “Greater Pearl River Delta Planning Study” in December 2005. It was also agreed to have the Guangdong Provincial Department of Construction to represent both sides to sign an agreement to commission the organisations concerned to undertake the study in March 2006 which is expected to complete in early 2008;

(2) The two governments organised a seminar for exchanging views on the “Shenzhen 2030 Development Strategy” in December 2005;

(3) The two governments organised a sharing session at GDETO in July 2006 to exchange information on the regional comprehensive transportation planning in Hong Kong and Guangdong with a theme on the Eleventh Five-year Plan of the Guangdong Province.



	Co-operation in Tourism


	(1) 
Hong Kong and Guangdong have joined hands in participating in a series of international promotion activities:

i) staged roving promotional activities in Canada and took part in the American Society of Travel Agents World Travel Congress in November 2005;

ii) joined the Outbound Travel Mart in March 2006;

iii) organised a roadshow with the theme of “2006 Discover Hong Kong Year” in March and April 2006, during which the promotional cart staged roadshows in Guangdong;

iv) jointly set up an exhibition booth at the International Travel Expo held in Hong Kong in June 2006.

(2) Hong Kong participated in the Guangdong International Tourism and Culture Festival in November 2005.



	Co-operation in the Protection of Intellectual Property


	(1) In November 2005, the HKSAR Intellectual Property Department (IPD) sent five representatives to visit the intellectual property authorities in Guangdong, including the Guangdong Provincial Intellectual Property Office, Guangdong Provincial Administration for Industry and Commerce and the Copyright Bureau of the Guangdong Province;

(2) In December 2005, a Hong Kong delegation visited the Nanhai County of Foshan to participate in an exchange programme on intellectual property education for secondary and primary schools;

(3) In December 2005, IPD participated in the first China Trademark Festival and the 2005 International Trademark Expo and sent a representative to speak at the event on the protection of brands in Hong Kong and overseas;

(4) In March 2006, various departments of the HKSAR and Guangdong governments joined hands to organise a seminar on "Intellectual Property and Small and Medium Enterprises Development" in Zhanjiang;

(5) The Guangdong Provincial Intellectual Property Office and IPD conducted an exchange programme in March and April 2006, during which the two governments sent officials to visit their counterparts for one week;

(6) In April 2006, IPD published a booklet on trademark protection in the HKSAR for distribution in the Guangdong Province via different channels;

(7) From September 2005 to June 2006, a number of talks were co-organised by IPD and the Administration for Industry and Commerce of different municipalities (including Guangzhou, Shenzhen, Zhongshan, Zhuhai, Dongguan and Foshan) in Guangdong province to introduce Hong Kong’s intellectual property protection, trademark registration and protection, as well as the differences between trademark registration and company registration in the HKSAR;

(8) A delegation of the HKSAR Customs visited the Huangpu Customs in June 2006 to gain a better understanding of their work in relation to the protection of intellectual property rights.



	Co-operation in Education
	(1) A PPRD Forum of principals of secondary and primary schools was held in Guangzhou for the first time in November 2005. A number of principals of secondary and primary schools in Hong Kong also participated in the forum;

(2) A total of 40 primary and secondary schools in Hong Kong reached agreements with their counterparts in Shenzhen as “sister schools” in May 2006;

(3) The Guangdong Province sent 18 teachers to Hong Kong in August 2006 to serve as teaching consultants in the 2006/2007 academic year;

(4) The two sides have conducted language training programmes for their teachers:

i) 40 Putonghua teachers in Hong Kong participated in the Phase II training programme in March 2006, 13 instructors from the Guangdong Province have observed the classes and convened professional workshops; in addition, 40 Putonghua teachers from primary schools in Hong Kong will participate in the Phase I training programme under the Advanced Putonghua training programme in Guangzhou in July and August 2006;

ii) 40 English teachers from the Guangdong Province participated in an English Language teaching course in Hong Kong in May 2006;

iii) The South China Normal University offered a training course on enhancement of leadership for principals of primary schools in Hong Kong in July 2006.



	Co-operation in Culture and Sports


	(1) Culture

i) 
Hong Kong and Guangdong have jointly organised a series of exhibitions:

(a) The “Exhibition to Commemorate the 100th Birthday of Chao Shao-an” was held in Hong Kong between August 2005 and January 2006;

(b) The exhibition, "East Meets West - Cultural Relics from the PRD Region", was organised in Guangdong, Macao and Hong Kong between September 2005 and 2006;

(c) The exhibition, “Hong Kong International Poster Triennial”, organised by the Hong Kong Heritage Museum, was held in the Guangzhou Museum of Art between October 2005 and January 2006;

ii) The dance drama, "The Red Lovers", by the Guangdong Song and Dance Theatre from Guangzhou was staged in Sha Tin, Hong Kong in October 2005;

iii) "The Cantonese Opera Day" and related promotional activities were organised in Guangdong, Macao and Hong Kong in November 2005;

iv) Hong Kong organised the 2006 International Society for the Performing Arts (ISPA) International Congress with the support of Guangdong and Macao in June 2006 and has arranged itinerary for participants to visit Macao after the congress for a cultural tour and sight-seeing.

(2) Sports
i) The 2nd Guangdong/Hong Kong/Macao International Sporting Goods Fair was jointly organised by Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macao in Guangzhou in October 2005;

ii) The collection of data for the project “Physical Fitness Test for the Community” was completed in March 2006.



	Co-operation in Business Sector
	(1) The Hong Kong-Guangdong Business Coalition on the Environment launched the Clean Air Charter in November 2005. The Greater Pearl River Delta Business Council and the China Council for the Promotion of International Trade Guangdong Sub-council (CCPIT Guangdong Sub-Council) will continue their joint efforts in promoting the project to the industrial and commercial sector of both Guangdong and Hong Kong. Besides, the Greater Pearl River Delta Business Council will organise other activities together with the Coalition to encourage the business sector of both sides to reduce pollution and improve the air quality in the Greater Pearl River Delta Region.

(2) The Greater Pearl River Delta Business Council and the CCPIT Guangdong Sub-Council have collaborated to arrange private enterprises in Guangdong to visit Hong Kong in mid-May 2006. They will organise in Foshan in August 2006 another promotional seminar on setting up business in Hong Kong.
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