First Day Cover Text for 2007 Centenary of World Scouting

(1 March 2007)


Founded by Lord Baden-Powell of Britain in 1907, Scouting is now a worldwide youth movement, with over 28 million members from 216 countries and regions. The 100th Anniversary of World Scouting marks a significant milestone for this global movement. This set of commemorative stamps is issued by Hongkong Post to mark the centenary of World Scouting. 

The cornerstone for Scouting in Hong Kong was laid in 1911 with the first local Scout Groups organized by British merchants and military personnel. Today, the Scout Association of Hong Kong has a membership of over 100,000.  


The set of four stamps gives a sketch of the history and achievements of Scouting as well as a glimpse of Scout activities. The number in the centre of each stamp is hot-foiled with silver to mark a milestone in Scouting: the 100th Anniversary of World Scouting ($1.40); the inception of Hong Kong Scouting in 1911 ($2.40); Hong Kong Scouting’s world record in knotting at the beginning of the new millennium ($3); and Hong Kong Scouts reaching a membership of 100,000 in 2005 ($5). The four stamps share a light grey background and individually feature a portrait of Lord Baden-Powell, the emblem of the Scout Association of Hong Kong, a Scout knot and Scouts on parade. The integral parts of Scouting – a campfire, compass, rucksack and tent – are illustrated in colour and reflect the wide variety of Scout activities. 

The First Day Cover features eight Scout Proficiency Badges in three different streams, namely “Interest”, “Pursuit” and “Service”. These symbolise the diversified activities of the Scouts for their spiritual, intellectual, physical, social and aesthetic development through skills and knowledge acquisition. Three additional badges, which echo the design of the hot-foiled numbers, are presented on the cover to highlight the theme – the happy occasion of the 100th Anniversary of World Scouting. 

