Annex B

A Brief Account of Disqualified Persons Provisions under the Broadcasting Ordinance

*********************************************************************

Under the Broadcasting Ordinance, disqualified persons referred to another licensee under the Ordinance, a sound broadcasting licensee under Part IIIA of the Telecommunications Ordinance, an advertising agency (including an agency in Hong Kong or in any other jurisdiction) and a proprietor of a newspaper printed or produced in Hong Kong, as well as their controllers and associates.  The purposes of these provisions are to avoid conflict of interest, the build-up of monopoly in the media and editorial uniformity across different media platforms.

A disqualified person shall not exercise control of a domestic free television programme service licensee or a domestic pay television programme service licensee unless the CE-in-Council, upon application by the licensee, is satisfied that the public interest so requires and approves otherwise. 

In considering an application the CE-in-Council shall take account of, but not limited to, four factors as stipulated under the Broadcasting Ordinance, namely the effect on competition in the relevant service market; the extent to which viewers will be offered more diversified television programme choices; the impact on the development of the broadcasting industry; and the overall benefits to the economy.
