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Professor Ian F Tannock MD (Pennsylvania) PhD (London) is the Daniel Bergsagel 
Professor of Medical Oncology at Princess Margaret Hospital and the University of 
Toronto. He is one of Canada’s best-known oncologists and a major international leader 
in cancer research. His research work on tumour biology, cytotoxic drug administration, 
treatment outcome measurement and medical ethics has improved the quality of cancer 
care and research world-wide. He studied methods to modify drug penetration through 
tissue with clinically relevant strategies, and proposed a continuum of research from 
tissue culture models through animal experiments to clinical trials. He also introduced the 
use of quality of life and pain relief as effective outcome measurements in clinical trials 
and used these measurements to establish less toxic chemotherapy drugs as standard 
treatment for advanced cancers. Two of the textbooks he edited, including The Basic 
Science of Oncology and Oxford Textbook of Oncology, are essential reference for 
trainees in most oncology training centers in United States and Canada.  He was the 2003 
recipient of O Harold Warwick Award from Canadian Cancer Society. He currently 
chairs the Ethics Committee that guides the development and assures compliance of Code 
of Ethics for members of American Society of Clinical Oncology, the world largest 
oncology society.   
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