PAGE  
-  4  -


Annex to LCQ5

Table 1:
Domestic violence (1) crime cases (2) dealt with by the court
	Year

Level of Court
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006

	High Court
	10
	8
	9
	7

	District Court
	6
	8
	5
	2

	Magistracy
	375
	495
	890
	1 399

	Total
	391
	511
	904
	1 408


Table 2:
Discharge outcome of domestic violence (1) crime cases (2) dealt with by the court

	Year

Types of Discharge Outcome
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006

	Life imprisonment
	2
	0
	0
	1

	Immediate imprisonment
	28
	32
	40
	53

	Suspended imprisonment
	9
	25
	20
	41

	Probation Order
	9
	14
	17
	45

	Community Service Order
	10
	10
	17
	19

	Bound-over Order (3)
	257
	321
	628
	933

	Fine
	25
	20
	37
	45

	Other types of discharge (4)
	4
	5
	4
	8

	No conviction recorded (5) 
	47
	84
	141
	263

	Total
	391
	511
	904
	1 408


Remarks:
(1)
At present, a domestic violence case is defined as “any incident involving an assault or a breach of the peace between parties who can generally be described as married or having a family relationship”.  The “parties who can generally be described as married or having a family relationship” include couples who are married, separated or divorced, heterosexual co-habitants or lovers.


(2)
Crime cases include murder and manslaughter, rape, indecent assault, wounding, serious assault, criminal intimidation, criminal damage and possession of offensive weapon, etc.


(3)
The figures cover cases where charges were laid and where binding over applications were made in respect of the offender to the court. 


(4)
Other types of discharge include training centre, detention centre, drug addiction treatment centre and hospital order (under the custody of the Correctional Services Department).

(5)
The figures include cases acquitted, cases with no case to answer, cases where the prosecution offers no evidence, cases where the accused turned insane or died, etc.
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