Annex 3

Fourth Round of Areas of Excellence Scheme
Background information
On the advice of the UGC, the Government agreed in 1997 to support UGC-funded institutions to build upon their existing strengths with a view to developing them into "Areas of Excellence".  The aim is to assist in maintaining and enhancing Hong Kong's pivotal position in the overall development of China and the Pacific Rim.

The AoE scheme was launched by the UGC in 1998.  In the first three rounds, the UGC funded eight projects with a total of $320 million for a period of five years.  A total of HK$69.3 million sustained funding was also granted to three first and second round projects for a period of three years.  The eight projects are:

i. Information Technology ( HKUST / CUHK / HKU )

ii. Institute of Economics and Business Strategy ( HKU )

iii. Centre for Plant and Agricultural Biotechnology (formerly known as “Plant and Fungal Biotechnology”)  ( CUHK / HKU / HKBU )

iv. Molecular Neuroscience: Basic Research and Drug Discovery ( HKUST / CUHK / HKBU / HKU )

v. Chinese Medicine: Research and Further Development ( CUHK / CityU / PolyU / HKUST )

vi. Institute of Molecular Technology for Drug Discovery and Synthesis ( HKU / PolyU / CUHK / HKUST / CityU )

vii. Centre for Marine Environmental Research and Innovative Technology ( CityU / HKU / HKUST / CUHK / HKBU / PolyU )

viii. Developmental Genomics & Skeletal Research ( HKU / HKUST / PolyU )

Six of the above projects have completed (with three being awarded with sustained funding) and the others are at different stages of development.  Details of this AoE scheme and its funded projects can be found on the following UGC website: http://www.ugc.edu.hk/eng/ugc/activity/aoes/aoes.htm
� The underlined institutions are the co-ordinating institutions for the purpose of grant administration.











