Annex

Terms of Reference Formulated by the Government for the UGC
In the light of the community’s needs and the promotion of excellence in the higher education sector, to advise :

(a)
on the impact of the proposals set out in the document entitled “Development Blueprint: Becoming a University of Education” (“the Development Blueprint”), submitted by the Hong Kong Institute of Education (HKIEd) to the Government on June 28, 2007, on the strategic development of the UGC sector as a whole and on teacher education provision in particular, having regard to HKIEd’s existing role as a teacher education institution;

(b)
on the readiness and capability of HKIEd to diversify its programme offerings and provide the new academic programmes as referred to in the Development Blueprint, and the quality assurance mechanism that may need to be put in place for such programmes, having regard to the fact that HKIEd’s expertise so far has mainly been confined to teacher education programmes;

(c)
on the financial implications arising from the implementation of the proposals in the Development Blueprint, whether in full or in part, and how such requirements may be funded; and

(d)
on whether HKIEd should become a university of education as proposed in the Development Blueprint.

