Annex I

Analysis of the views received in the Public Engagement Exercise of the West Kowloon Cultural District project

Background

In response to the recommendations of the Consultative Committee on the Core Arts and Cultural Facilities of the West Kowloon Cultural District (Consultative Committee), the Government launched a three-month public engagement exercise in mid-September 2007 to explain the recommendations of the Consultative Committee and to solicit public views for the WKCD project.  The Government also commissioned Public Policy Research Institute (PPRI) of the Hong Kong Polytechnic University to conduct independent collation and analysis of all the views received through various channels.  During the public engagement exercise, two random telephone polls were conducted to verify the result.

The report on the analysis of the views received and compendium of public opinions prepared by PPRI of the Hong Kong Polytechnic University can be downloaded from WKCD website at www.hab.gov.hk/wkcd.  Hardcopies of the report and compendium are also available at District Offices in Wan Chai, Yau Tsim Mong, Kwun Tong, North District and Yuen Long, Hong Kong City Hall, and venues of Leisure and Cultural Services Department.   For details, please visit WKCD website.

Analysis of the views received:

* There is strong support for the vision and recommendations of the Consultative Committee, and early implementation of the WKCD project.  An overwhelming number of respondents feel the project would be beneficial to Hong Kong.

* The public support the concept of facility mix, phasing and organic growth.  Concrete suggestions on individual performance venues, the exhibition centre, the theatreland concept and the “M+” were made.

* A considerable number of people support for the integration of cultural and arts facilities with commercial and residential developments.

* There is a strong call for low density development in WKCD and more open space along the harbour. Many comments stressed the importance of integrated facilities with the harbour-front promenade, as well as physical connectivity and ease of access to WKCD.

* While there is general support for the proposed financing approach, some expressed concern about the upfront endowment. Others suggested that funding should be provided by stages.

* There is strong support for the proposed governance structure and many made suggestions on the composition, roles and function of the WKCD Authority.

* There is overwhelming support for the Government to put in place appropriate measures to strengthen cultural software and audience building.

* The public engagement and the cultural policy in Hong Kong are two other important issues of concern to the public.

