Annex

LegCo Question No. 8
Consultations carried out by CEDD on the installation of the supplementary radar are given below.

	Date
	Consultation 

	April 2007
	CEDD submitted a planning application under Section 16 of the Town Planning Ordinance for the installation of the supplementary radar.  In accordance with the Ordinance, notices were published in the newspapers and letters were sent to buildings in the vicinity and concerned District Council Members. 

	July 2007
	CEDD submitted to the Works and Development Committee of the Eastern District Council an information paper on the installation of the supplementary radar.  No objections to the works were received. 

	September 2007
	CEDD, together with the Marine Department and Electrical and Mechanical Services Department, briefed the Building Management Committee (BMC) of NPGO and addressed their concerns on the installation of the supplementary radar.  Representative from the Department of Health also attended the briefing and explained the effect of radar radiations on human health.  The Department of Health pointed out that according to present scientific knowledge on EMF radiations, the World Health Organisation considers that there is no evidence at present to show that human health will be adversely affected by EMF exposure below the ICNIRP standard level. The representative of the Office of Telecommunications Authority also pointed out that the supplementary radar must comply with the “Code of Practice for the Protection of Workers and Members of Public Against Non-ionizing Radiation Hazard from Radio Transmitting Equipment”, which followed the ICNIRP standards.  Subsequently, CEDD circulated in January 2008 an information paper, through the BMC, to all staff in NPGO providing detailed information on the safety of the supplementary radar.  A written reply was also made in February 2008 to the questions raised on the information paper. 

	December 2007
	CEDD submitted an information paper to the LegCo Panel on Development regarding the funding application for the installation of the supplementary radar.  Members raised no objection to the installation of the supplementary radar.

	May 2008
	CEDD together with representatives from the Department of Health, Marine Department, Office of Telecommunications Authority and Electrical and Mechanical Services Department conducted a special briefing to the staff of NPGO, mainly from the Lands Department, on the installation of the supplementary radar. 

	August 2008
	CEDD provided a summary on site selection for the supplementary radar to the staff of the Lands Department. The sites that had been considered included NPGO, ICAC Headquarters, North Point Ferry Pier, Sai Wan Ho Marine Police Pier and Quarry Bay waterfront.

	October 2008

	CEDD arranged for the staff of the Lands Department to visit the Marine Department’s Vessel Traffic Control Centre at Shun Tak Centre, Sheung Wan to see the actual operation of an existing similar radar and to share experience with the staff of the Marine Department.  Measurements of radiation emissions were made on the spot in the presence of the staff of the Lands Department.  The results indicated that the radiation levels were far below the ICNIRP standard level.

	November 2008
	The Lands Department invited an independent specialist from HKUST to hold a seminar to give advice to the staff of the Lands Department.  The specialist described that the effect of radiations due to the supplementary radar on the staff working nine hours in NPGO was equivalent to that resulting from making a mobile phone call for about one and a half minutes.
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