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Gist of the HK-Australia 

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) on 
Co-operation in Wine-related Businesses

· The MOU is an extensive one, covering some common areas of co-operation that also feature in our MOUs with other countries, including promotion of wine trading, investment, wine-related tourism, wine education and appreciation, and the fight against counterfeits.

· It also embraces new areas such as promoting commercial co-operation on wine auctions and storage, greater information-sharing on wine regulatory regime, certification as well as sharing of experience for the possible setting up of a wine centre in Hong Kong.

· The new elements are :

(a) 
promotion of commercial co-operation on wine-related services such as auctioning and storage – Invest Hong Kong stands ready to assist Australian companies to take advantage of the new opportunities here by staging auctions or providing wine storage facilities in Hong Kong;

(b) 
facilitation of sharing of information and experience on possible setting up of any wine centre(s) in Hong Kong –  Australia has a government-run National Wine Centre in Adelaide for various wine-related activities including exhibition, café and dining, wine appreciation and education, conference and functions.  If any industry players are interested in setting up a similar facility in Hong Kong, the Australians stand ready to share their experience and information;

(c) 
information-sharing on regulatory regime for wine – Hong Kong maintains a simple regulatory regime for wine.  Both sides agree to support greater information sharing between Hong Kong and Australia on this, providing a more open and certain environment for traders; and

(d) 
reduction of trade barriers through minimum routine certification requirements – Hong Kong has a very simple and basic requirement on wine certification, which is normally only required when there are health and safety concerns.  Australia has agreed with Hong Kong to keep these requirements to the minimum to reduce trade barriers.  This facilitates wine trading between the two places.

· The common elements are :
(a) facilitation of business visits, training, seminars, and wine-related trade fairs – to strengthen wine-related trading activities, both sides will facilitate business visits and encourage each other’s participation in wine fairs organised in Hong Kong or Australia; 
(b) investment promotion activities – the investment promotion agencies of the two sides will facilitate exchange of information on wine-related investment activities and services;
(c) education and training – the two governments will encourage the training institutions in Hong Kong and Australia to enhance partnership so as to strengthen education on wine appreciation/culture;
(d) wine-related tourism and wine culture – we will encourage enhanced partnership on promoting wine-related tourism and wine culture through for example co-ordinated activities between Australia and Hong Kong where appropriate; and
(e) customs co-operation against wine counterfeiting and smuggling – the customs administrations of Hong Kong and Australia will co-operate with each other, including through the exchange of information, to address and prevent counterfeiting and smuggling of wine products.   Hong Kong has a clean record on this.  We will upkeep our vigilance through such enhanced co-operation. 
Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
April 2009
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