Annex

“Qualified Households” meeting prescribed eligibility criteria will be offered an ex-gratia cash allowance of $600,000, or an allowance of $500,000 and priority to purchase surplus flats under the Home Ownership Scheme (HOS) in the New Territories.

The basic principle of “Ex-gratia Rehousing Package” is to offer one ex-gratia assistance to one Qualified Household residing in the same eligible structure. If there are more than one Qualified Household residing in an eligible structure, they will be treated as one Qualified Household for the Special Assistance. A core family (consists of parents and dependent children) residing in more than one eligible structure will also be treated as one Qualified Household for Special Assistance.

The Government is processing the applications from Choi Yuen Tsuen residents.  Some of the applications have already been approved and ex-gratia cash allowances have been granted. Sample cases below explicate, depending on actual circumstances, how more than one application from members of the same family will be handled:

Approved Case I

A three-generation family composes of parents, son, daughter-in-law and two grandchildren, counted as two core families and submitted two applications separately. The parent’s family and the son’s family resided in two separate domestic structures which both were registered in the 1982 Squatter Structure Survey. These two core families were also registered in the 1984/85 Squatter Occupancy Survey and fulfilled the relevant criteria. These two applications were approved and Special Assistance was offered to both applications.
Approved Case II

Two brothers residing in the same domestic structure, which was registered in the 1982 Squatter Structure Survey, submitted two applications separately. Both brothers could provide proof of residing in the structure for 23 years and fulfilled the relevant criteria. Since the two applicants shared the same structure, only one ex-gratia allowance could be given.
Approved Case III

A mother and a daughter's family submitted two applications separately. Two applicants were registered in the 1984/85 Squatter Occupancy Survey. The daughter and her husband were residing in a 1982 registered domestic structure, but the mother was residing in a 1982 registered non-domestic structure. Two applications fulfilled the relevant criteria. The application from the daughter and husband was approved. Although the mother’s structure was not fully qualified, she was offered discretionary ex-gratia allowance after considered by the Secretary for Transport and Housing (STH).

Cases failing to meet all prescribed requirements may apply for discretionary handling, such cases will be submitted to the Inter-departmental Advisory Panel comprising of representatives from the departments concerned for consideration. STH will decide on the cases based on the justifications provided in the applications and the advice given by the advisory panel. The purpose of discretionary handling is to allow STH to exercise greater flexibility in assisting residents in need but fail to meet all the relevant criteria.  In principle, STH will handle these cases with greatest flexibility as far as possible to provide necessary assistance to households. Villagers may make reference to the following cases:
Discretionary Offer Case I

A single elderly household residing in a 1982 surveyed non-domestic structure fulfilled relevant criteria but the structure was not fully qualified.  Ex-gratia cash allowance was still offered after considered by STH.
Discretionary Offer Case II

A household with parents and three dependent children residing in a 1982 surveyed non-domestic structure, but could only provide proof of living for 10 years.  Ex-gratia cash allowance was still offered after considered by STH.
