Annex
In the past five years (2005 to 2009), the number of employers who were prosecuted for breaching section 40 of the Employees’ Compensation Ordinance and the highest and lowest sentences imposed by the court on the convicted employers are provided in the table below:- 

	
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009

	Number of employers prosecuted
	1,073
	734
	974
	1, 096
	1,211

	Highest fine imposed

(per summons)
	$ 10,000
	$50,000
	$13,000
	$10,000
	$16,000

	Lowest fine imposed

(per summons) 
	$500
	$500
	$500
	$500
	$500

	Imprisonment sentence
	One employer was fined $10,000 and sentenced to 2 months’ imprisonment, suspended for 2 years.
	Two employers were given custodial sentence. One of them was sentenced to 2 months’ imprisonment. The other employer was fined $20,000 and sentenced to 3 months’ imprisonment, suspended for 3 years. 
	-
	One employer was sentenced to 14 days’ imprisonment.
	One employer was sentenced to 7 days’ imprisonment
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