Appendix 1

Fact Sheet – Special Stamps Issuing Programme for 2011

The Special Stamps Issuing Programme for 2011 (the Programme) boasts a colourful mix of historical events, contemporary themes and traditional favourites.  
Nostalgic collectors will surely cherish the themes “Centenary of Powered Flight in Hong Kong”, “150th Anniversary of Hong Kong General Chamber of Commerce”, “Centenary of the University of Hong Kong” and “Centenary of Xinhai Revolution”, while the younger crowd should find our “Children Stamps – Chinese Idioms and Their Stories” with add-on stickers particularly appealing.  For a contemporary flavour, indulge into topics like “Green Living”, “Volunteerism” and “Tamar Development Project” that are fast becoming issues of global concern.  Finally, the “Hong Kong, China – Romania Joint Issue on Handicraft” underscores the value of cultural exchange in a world whose attention is increasingly being monopolised by economic activities. 

On traditional favourites, 2011 also marks the last stamp issue for our “Lunar New Year Stamp Series” and “Mainland Scenery Series”;  the “Year of the Rabbit” and the “Mainland Scenery Series: Dunhuang Grottoes” should also continue to catch public attention.  
The Programme was finalised after a vigorous selection among 121 entries and developed meticulously from 71 initial designs by the Stamp Advisory Committee.  The themes and topics therein echo unique aspects of Hong Kong as an international metropolis and is a precious collection for philatelists and an ideal gift for esteemed clients.  Further details of each individual special stamp issue will be available closer to the release date.

	Date / Month
of Issue
	Description


	22 January 2011

	1. Year of the Rabbit
“Year of the Rabbit” is the final special stamp issue of the third Lunar New Year series released by Hongkong Post. This quadruple set features four adorable hopping friends that are bound to melt your heart. Absolutely an unmissable finale for collectors of the whole series!
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	22 January 2011
	1a. Gold and Silver Stamp Sheetlet on Lunar New Year Animals –Tiger/Rabbit

Embossed and hot-foiled with genuine 22K /24K gold foil and 99.9% silver foil, this exquisite stamp sheetlet makes an ideal gift and expresses the wish for success and prosperity for the Lunar New Year.
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	22 January 2011


	1b. Flock Stamps on Lunar New Year Animals – Rat / Ox/ Tiger/ Rabbit

Bringing a tactile dimension to philatelic pleasure, this stamp issue depicting the last four Lunar New Year animals in the current series is a sure addition to your treasured collection. The sharp colour tones on flock paper also serve to pump up the New Year atmosphere.
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	22 January 2011


	1c. Twelve Animals of the Lunar New Year Cycle Stamp Sheetlet

This sheetlet brings you a merry convergence of the twelve auspicious animals with a festive golden tone and Chinese red paper cutting motif that foretell a prosperous year ahead.
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	18 March 2011
	2. Centenary of Powered Flight in Hong Kong

This stamp issue is launched to celebrate a century of aviation excellence since the first powered flight in Hong Kong in 1911. Devoted philatelists and aircraft lovers alike, don’t miss out on it!



	29 March 2011
	3. Volunteerism
Timed to coincide with the tenth anniversary of the International Year of Volunteers, this special stamp issue in 2011 pays tribute to volunteers of all ages. The first-ever heart-shaped stamp in the stamp sheetlet is the perfect recognition of the spirit of selfless love shown by volunteers.
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	14 April 2011
	4. Green Living

Gentle and refreshing to the eyes, this set of 4 stamps is linked by the recurring motifs of a green leaf and mother earth. It is an artistic invitation to conserve valuable resources and to preserve our beautiful planet. You will also find the first time our stamp sheetlet appears in a leaf shape.
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	26 May 2011
	5. 150th Anniversary of Hong Kong General Chamber of Commerce

For a century and a half, the Hong Kong General Chamber of Commerce (HKGCC) has been contributing to Hong Kong’s economic development and fame as an international trading hub. In this set of stamps, 4 major milestones in the distinguished history of HKGCC are highlighted.
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	28 June 2011
	6. Children Stamps – Chinese Idioms and Their Stories

Combining love of fun and educational purpose, this cheerful set of stamps makes a perfect gift for all. Let’s put the associated stickers in place on the souvenir sheet to reveal full illustrations of Chinese idioms that are imbued with traditional wisdom. The souvenir pack will present you with the interesting story behind each idiom in an interactive way.
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	2 August 2011
	7. Mainland Scenery Series No. 10: Dunhuang Grottoes
As the grand finale to this series, this set highlights the sublime aesthetic achievement of the awe-inspiring Dunhuang Grottoes. The design features a panoramic exterior view of Mogao Caves, a UNESCO World Heritage site, and the breathtaking Buddhist wall paintings therein that embody a golden age of international exchange. To bid farewell to the Mainland Scenery Series, Hongkong Post will present the 10 stamp sheetlets in the series as blackprints in the souvenir pack.
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	2nd half of  2011 (TBC)*

	8. Tamar Development Project

Two views of this state-of-the-art landmark at different times of the day are juxtaposed to foreground showcasing its exciting diversity. The design also invites viewers into the open architecture that represents Hong Kong’s promising future.
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	15 September 2011
	9. Centenary of University of Hong Kong
2011 marks the centenary of The University of Hong Kong (HKU), the oldest tertiary institution of the territory. Throughout its century-long history, HKU has nurtured numerous talented professionals. 



	10 October 2011
	10. Centenary of Xinhai Revolution

A hundred years ago, the nationwide Xinhai Revolution brought an end to thousands of years of dynastic rule in China and spawned a 

new era. This special issue commemorates its historical significance with a creative newspaper layout.
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	24 November 2011

	11. Hongkong, China – Romania Joint Issue on Handicraft
Romania is an Eastern European nation with a rich ethnic culture. Though far away from Hong Kong, it shares with us the same love and respect for traditional craftsmanship, as reflected in this joint issue.


	6 December 2011
	12. Hong Kong Museums Collection – Hong Kong Cultural and Historical Series

This unique set of six stamps showcases some of the finest collections in local museums that epitomise Hong Kong’s historical and cultural lineage. Heritage receives a modern twist in this artistic collage of contrasting black and white backgrounds.
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*
The actual issue date of the special stamp issue will be announced closer to release.










