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Curriculum Vitae of 
The Right Honourable The Lord PHILLIPS of Worth Matravers, KG 

 
 
1. Personal Background 

 
Lord Phillips is a citizen of the United Kingdom.  He was born on  
21 January 1938.  He is married with four children. 
 

2. Education 
 
Lord Phillips was educated at Bryanston School and King’s College 
Cambridge. 
 

3. Legal Experience 
 
Lord Phillips was called to Bar at the Middle Temple in 1962 and practised 
as a barrister from 1962 to 1987.  In 1973, he was appointed Junior 
Counsel to the Ministry of Defence, as well as to the Treasury in Maritime 
and Admiralty Matters.  He was appointed Queen’s Counsel in 1978.  
 

4. Judicial Experience 
 
Lord Phillips was appointed Recorder between 1982 and 1987.  From 1987, 
he was appointed High Court Judge on the Queen’s Bench Division, where 
he sat in the Commercial Court and presided over several complex fraud 
trials including the Barlow Clowes and Maxwells prosecutions.  He was 
elevated to the Court of Appeal in 1995 and elevated to Lord of Appeal in 
Ordinary in 1999.  In 2000, he was appointed Master of the Rolls and Head 
of Civil Justice, a post that he held until 2005.  He was appointed Lord 
Chief Justice of England and Wales in 2005, and became the Senior Law 
Lord in 2008.  In 2009, he was appointed the first President of the Supreme 
Court of the United Kingdom.  He was appointed a Knight Companion of 
the Most Noble Order of the Garter by Her Majesty The Queen in 2011.  
Lord Phillips will retire from the position as the President of the Supreme 
Court of the United Kingdom on 30 September 2012. 
 

5. Service and Activities related to the Legal Field 
 
Lord Phillips has held various positions in services and activities related to 
the legal field.  They include: 
   
President of British Maritime Law Association (2005- ).  
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Chairman of British Council Law Advisory Committee (1991-97); Council 
of Legal Education (1992-97); BSE Inquiry (1998-2000); Lord 
Chancellor's Advisory Committee on Public Records (2000-05); Criminal 
Procedure Rules Committee (2005); and Sentencing Guidelines Council 
(2005- ).   
 
Member of the Panel of Wreck Commissioners (1979); Council of 
Management, British Institute of International and Comparative Law; 
Advisory Council of Institute of European and Comparative Law; and 
Advisory Council of Institute of Global Law. 
 
Honorary Fellow of the Society for Advanced Legal Studies; and King’s 
College, Cambridge. 
 
Visitor to Nuffield College, Oxford University; University College London; 
and Darwin College, Cambridge University. 
 

6. Publications 
 
In recent years, Lord Phillips has given a considerate number of speeches 
some of which have been published in various ways, principally on the 
judiciary website of the United Kingdom, namely 
http://www.judiciary.gov.uk/media/speeches/speakers/lord-phillips-of-
worth-matravers. They include: 
The Supreme Court and other Constitutional Changes in the UK; Equality 
before the Law: East London Muslim Centre; Alternative Dispute 
Resolution: An English Viewpoint; 15th Australian Institute of Judicial 
Administration Oration - Courts Governance; Trusting the Jury; The Role 
of the Judge; The Relationship between the State, Sentencers and 
Probation: Judicial and Probation Autonomy; Prison Reform Trust 
Publication: Mitigation; Judicial Independence; Issues in Criminal Justice: 
Murder; Impact of Terrorism on the Rule of Law; How Important is 
Punishment?; Constitutional Reform: One Year on; Alternatives to 
Custody: The Case for Community Sentencing; Crime and Punishment: 
High Sheriff’s Law Lecture, Oxford; Terrorism and Human Rights; and 
Youth Justice. 
 

7. Awards 
 
Lord Phillips has received honorary degrees of Doctor of Laws (LL.D) 
from the University of Exeter (1998); the University of Birmingham 
(2003); the University of London (2004); the International Maritime Law 
Institute (2007); the University of Wolverhampton (2009); the Washington 
and Lee University (2009) and the Wake Forest University (2010).  He has 
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also been awarded Doctor of Civil Law (D.CL) from the City University, 
London (2003). 
 

8. Activities Outside the Legal Field 
 
Lord Phillips was Chairman of the Magna Carta Trust.  He was also 
Chairman of the Governors of Bryantson School. 
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