
Number of Mainland students in University Grants Committee-funded programmes by university and level of study, 

2003/04 to 2016/17 academic years 

(headcount) 

Academic 

Year University 

Number of Mainland students % of 

Mainland 

students to 

total 

enrolment 

% of 

Mainland 

students to 

total non-local 

enrolment 

Sub-degree 

programme 

Undergraduate 

programme 

Taught 

postgraduate 

programme 

Research postgraduate programme^ 

Master of 

philosophy 

programme 

Doctor of 

philosophy 

programme 

2003/04 CityU - 123 2 43 114 1.8% 89.0% 

 HKBU - 56 - 21 55 2.5% 95.0% 

 LU - 43 - 8 8 2.6% 100.0% 

 CUHK - 238 31 131 342 5.7% 94.4% 

 EdUHK - 23 - - - 0.3% 71.9% 

 PolyU 2 89 10 31 135 1.6% 85.0% 

 HKUST - 122 43 61 384 8.5% 93.1% 

 HKU - 148 51 131 404 5.6% 81.4% 

2004/05 CityU - 197 5 54 158 2.9% 93.2% 

 HKBU - 83 - 28 68 3.3% 95.2% 

 LU - 36 - 8 8 2.3% 100.0% 

 CUHK - 426 14 117 360 7.2% 94.8% 

 EdUHK - 24 3 - - 0.3% 79.4% 

 PolyU 4 127 5 26 126 1.8% 83.5% 

 HKUST - 176 19 84 401 9.9% 94.6% 

 HKU - 215 25 110 456 6.3% 82.1% 
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Number of Mainland students % of 

Mainland 
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enrolment 
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Mainland 
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enrolment 

Sub-degree 

programme 
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programme 
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programme 

Research postgraduate programme^ 

Master of 

philosophy 

programme 

Doctor of 

philosophy 

programme 

2005/06 CityU - 212 8 88 165 3.7% 93.5% 

 HKBU - 139 - 34 56 4.1% 97.4% 

 LU - 46 - 13 4 2.7% 100.0% 

 CUHK - 630 2 155 418 9.6% 94.4% 

 EdUHK - 37 6 - - 0.6% 97.7% 

 PolyU - 246 3 20 164 2.8% 88.4% 

 HKUST - 298 16 106 414 12.2% 94.8% 

 HKU - 399 21 122 548 8.7% 85.3% 

2006/07 CityU - 350 10 94 199 6.1% 94.9% 

 HKBU - 244 - 41 63 6.5% 98.6% 

 LU - 65 - 18 4 3.7% 92.6% 

 CUHK - 815 4 165 551 11.6% 93.3% 

 EdUHK - 68 9 - - 1.2% 100.0% 

 PolyU - 408 3 35 194 4.3% 91.6% 

 HKUST - 411 14 131 451 14.7% 94.7% 

 HKU - 612 19 187 589 11.1% 88.1% 
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Number of Mainland students % of 

Mainland 

students to 
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Mainland 
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Sub-degree 

programme 
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programme 

Research postgraduate programme^ 

Master of 
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programme 
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philosophy 

programme 

2007/08 CityU - 473 1 90 229 8.1% 95.1% 

 HKBU - 333 1 39 70 8.1% 98.4% 

 LU - 105 - 16 4 5.3% 88.7% 

 CUHK - 727 4 210 623 11.8% 92.1% 

 EdUHK - 156 26 - - 3.1% 100.0% 

 PolyU 1 574 1 48 236 6.1% 93.5% 

 HKUST - 489 6 155 470 16.3% 93.2% 

 HKU - 801 17 218 627 12.6% 89.2% 

2008/09 CityU - 607 3 104 232 9.6% 94.0% 

 HKBU - 399 - 38 93 9.5% 98.9% 

 LU - 153 - 17 4 7.3% 87.0% 

 CUHK - 797 9 227 670 12.7% 91.9% 

 EdUHK - 192 11 - - 3.2% 100.0% 

 PolyU 2 748 - 60 264 7.6% 92.8% 

 HKUST - 559 - 165 539 18.1% 90.9% 

 HKU - 893 16 209 702 13.7% 88.9% 
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philosophy 
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2009/10 CityU - 636 3 51 369 10.5% 93.2% 

 HKBU - 428 2 56 93 10.4% 98.5% 

 LU - 180 - 21 6 8.6% 90.4% 

 CUHK - 848 4 239 758 13.5% 91.5% 

 EdUHK - 227 9 - - 3.6% 100.0% 

 PolyU 2 818 - 79 313 8.2% 91.8% 

 HKUST - 517 - 178 576 18.0% 87.4% 

 HKU - 908 17 255 837 15.0% 85.8% 

2010/11 CityU - 624 2 2 496 11.0% 89.9% 

 HKBU - 437 3 52 101 10.7% 96.1% 

 LU - 191 - 19 5 9.4% 90.0% 

 CUHK - 852 8 207 846 13.7% 90.4% 

 EdUHK - 242 8 - 6 3.7% 98.5% 

 PolyU 2 848 - 62 321 8.4% 89.4% 

 HKUST - 497 - 167 629 17.9% 80.9% 

 HKU - 947 22 254 873 15.4% 80.3% 
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Academic 
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Number of Mainland students % of 

Mainland 

students to 
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2011/12 CityU  -  590  6  2  522 10.7% 87.4% 

 HKBU  -  450  3  27  121 10.8% 95.7% 

 LU  -  169  -  21  5 8.8% 86.3% 

 CUHK  -  911  9  172  937 14.1% 88.2% 

 EdUHK  -  211  10  1  17 3.3% 96.0% 

 PolyU  -  801  -  64  326 8.2% 85.2% 

 HKUST  -  474  -  170  732 18.2% 75.8% 

 HKU  -  977  27  218  963 15.9% 76.1% 

2012/13 CityU  -  794  3  1  520 10.3% 82.3% 

 HKBU  -  648  1  16  134 11.4% 95.1% 

 LU  -  158  -  24  5 7.0% 81.3% 

 CUHK  - 1 317  13  168 1 040 13.9% 86.6% 

 EdUHK  -  218  6  2  20 3.1% 95.0% 

 PolyU  - 1 059  -  62  345 8.5% 83.5% 

 HKUST  -  668  -  207  753 16.5% 72.1% 

 HKU  - 1 453  39  224 1 065 15.9% 73.4% 
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Mainland 
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2013/14 CityU - 810 4 1 479 10.0% 75.5% 

 HKBU - 692 - 15 145 12.1% 95.2% 

 LU - 147 - 26 7 6.8% 81.4% 

 CUHK - 1 374 13 168 1 081 14.1% 84.5% 

 EdUHK - 235 4 2 18 3.3% 93.8% 

 PolyU - 1 104 - 57 391 9.0% 82.1% 

 HKUST - 694 - 221 823 17.1% 70.7% 

 HKU - 1 465 65 223 1 110 16.0% 72.7% 

2014/15 CityU - 814 4 1 536 9.9% 71.7% 

 HKBU - 705 - 17 145 12.1% 94.5% 

 LU - 138 - 26 9 6.6% 82.0% 

 CUHK - 1 443 6 138 1 185 14.4% 83.5% 

 EdUHK - 258 3 1 12 3.4% 93.2% 

 PolyU 2 1 139 - 47 409 9.2% 79.3% 

 HKUST - 668 - 226 802 16.6% 68.0% 

 HKU - 1 465 56 175 1 180 15.5% 71.6% 
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2015/16 CityU - 838 - 1 574 10.0% 71.0% 

 HKBU - 727 1 11 155 12.1% 94.2% 

 LU - 155 - 22 12 7.2% 84.0% 

 CUHK - 1 445 4 150 1 278 14.7% 81.9% 

 EdUHK - 285 6 4 17 3.8% 92.9% 

 PolyU 1 1 167 - 44 435 9.5% 77.8% 

 HKUST - 652 - 197 841 16.3% 66.0% 

 HKU - 1 457 41 159 1 213 15.2% 71.2% 

2016/17 CityU - 841 - 1 663 10.5% 70.1% 

(provisional) HKBU - 740 1 12 158 12.4% 93.3% 

 LU - 123 - 15 12 5.6% 79.8% 

 CUHK - 1 488 4 148 1 274 14.8% 79.3% 

 EdUHK - 340 5 9 28 4.6% 92.5% 

 PolyU - 1 200 - 60 417 9.5% 73.0% 

 HKUST - 670 - 183 831 15.8% 63.1% 

 HKU - 1 450 44 168 1 152 14.7% 68.5% 
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Notes: 

1. The place of origin of non-local students is determined having regard to their nationality. 

2. Research postgraduate (RPg) figures include only students funded by University Grants Committee (UGC) within normal study periods. 

3. To tie in with the implementation of the new academic structure, UGC-funded universities admitted two cohorts of undergraduate 

students under the old and new academic structures in the 2012/13 academic year. 

4. ^ Figures may not add up to the corresponding totals owing to rounding. If RPg students are financed by universities using both UGC and 

external funds, they will be counted towards different sources on a pro-rata basis, which leads to the possibility of having decimal places 

for the number of RPg students. 

5. ‘-’ denotes ‘nil’. 

6. Abbreviations: 

CityU City University of Hong Kong 

HKBU Hong Kong Baptist University 

LU  Lingnan University 

CUHK The Chinese University of Hong Kong 

 EdUHK The Education University of Hong Kong 

 PolyU The Hong Kong Polytechnic University 

 HKUST The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology 

 HKU The University of Hong Kong 
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