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Current situation of seasonal influenza in HK
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The latest surveillance data showed that the overall local
seasonal influenza activity was at a low level.
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Both the percentage of respiratory specimens tested positive
for seasonal influenza viruses and influenza-associated
hospitalisation rate in public hospitals remained below the
baseline thresholds.
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Laboratory surveillance
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Among the respiratory specimens received in week 50 (8-14 Dec), 3.14% tested

positive for influenza A or B viruses, which was below the baseline threshold of
9.21% but higher than 2.35% recorded in the previous week.
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Laboratory surveillance
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The seasonal influenza viruses detected in the past four weeks included
influenza A(H1) (70%), influenza A(H3) (25%) and influenza B (5%).
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So far, there is not enough information to predict the type(s) of influenza viruses

to be predominating in the coming 2019/20 winter influenza season in Hong
Kong.
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Overseas health authorities have reported that most of the circulating influenza
viruses are antigenically similar to the vaccine strains contained in the 2019/20

Northern Hemisphere seasonal influenza vaccine recommended by WHO.
Besides, no resistance to Tamiflu was detected.
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Influenza-like 1llness (ILI) outbreaks in schools/institutions
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Weekly number of ILI outbreaks was at the low intensity level in the past 4 weeks
(1 - 6 outbreaks per week).

o BRNUEHFRGICIRREE -

16 ILI outbreaks were recorded in the past 4 weeks.

B2 e R B R ED
No. of outbreaks in
past 4 weeks

B R/ P& KA
Type of schools/institutions

2 Fa[Fl/ % ©2¢ ~ Kindergartens/child care centres 2
|- 8 Primary schools 10

% ¥ =% Residential care homes for the elderly 3
7k v2¢ o Special child care centre |
s Total 16
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Weekly influenza-associated admission rates in public hospital
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In week 50, the overall influenza-associated admission rates in public hospitals
was 0.09 (per 10,000 population), which was below the baseline threshold of

0.25 but higher than 0.08 recorded in the previous week.
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Overseas situation
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In the temperate zone of the northern hemisphere, influenza activity has been
increasing in most countries.
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The winter influenza season has arrived in USA, Canada, England, parts of Europe,
Japan and some provinces in Mainland China.
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The circulating viruses include influenza A(H1), influenza A (H3) and influenza B with
varying proportion in different regions.
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The local winter influenza season usually starts in January every year, yet the exact
time of arrival cannot be predicted. The CHP will closely monitor the seasonal
influenza activity in the community.
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2019/20 Seasonal Influenza Vaccination
Programmes
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2019/20 Seasonal Influenza Vaccination Programmes

o ZEfRIMNE
School Outreach
o E=MMMEEEZERSINE (RE )
Seasonal Influenza Vaccination (SIV) School Outreach (Free of charge)
o WHEERSIMNE (FHHINIE)
Vaccination Subsidy Scheme School Outreach (Extra Charge Allowed)

o BUNPFEFEETE] - BiEbFEE TS
Government Vaccination Programme (GVP) including Residential Care Home
Vaccination Programme (RVP)

o T ERIETE!
Vaccination Subsidy Scheme (VSS)
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Seasonal Influenza Vaccination Statistics in 2019/20
(FE 22019912 H15H As at 15 December 2019)
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Government Vaccination FeIhE (£37) SRIEFETRIE. | 2018/19[E]HA
Vaccination Subsi Seasonal Influenza "
ubsidy Scheme o Total number of | Compared to
Programme . . Vaccination School .
5 : (including VSS doses administered | 2018/19 same
. ('lgdﬁné School Outreach  O"%%Ch (F)ree of | 2019/20 -
HO(:;; :’I;ccina?;gn (Extra Charge T
Programme) Allowed))
IR
Numberof 417,200 369,700 239,700 1,026,600 | F108.000
doses given (+11.8%)

(Hpmzmzmo f;’_[%

Department of Health



l\‘

2019/20 i}

DORETESE, F RS

Seasonal Influenza Vaccination Coverage Rate 1n 2019/20
(EZE2019F12H15H As at 15 December 2019)

FEESEREE
Main eligible group

ANTHEECAE
Elderly aged 65 years or above

At+ZENTUEE
Persons aged 50 to 64 years

NEAZ R T RN ARE
Children aged between 6 months to
less than 12 years

NEHZRBANEHRE
Children aged between 6 months to
less than 6 years
NEERW T RN RE
Children aged between 6 years to
less than 12 years
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EFETHEE
Number of doses of SIV given 201920 BEXR
(E22018/19[E]HALL Y Coverage rate in 2019/20
Compared to 2018/19 same period)
460,000 (+9.9%) 34%

125,000 (+4%) 7%
352,000*% (+18%) 48%
133,000* (+32%) 37%
219,000* (+11%) 57%
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Promote Seasonal Influenza Vaccination

o FAZFMEIRERIAEMETIEALS - Brafms EH B BRI A T#E
R ET M R T E A SRGE
DH recommends all individuals of age six months or older, except those
with known contraindications, to receive SIV for personal protection.

o RTSHELTHERZE  BUFCI2018-19FEEHH50-4%EEER R S
BHETE NS ERZEBNEFE -
Starting from 2018-19, the Government expanded the eligible groups to

include persons aged 50-64 years to receive subsidised SIV from VSS
doctors at clinics.
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People at increased risk of severe influenza and its complications,
Including elderly of age 65 or above and people of age 50-64, should
receive SIV as soon as possible. o
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Promote Seasonal Influenza Vaccination
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Children of age 6 months to under 12 years can receive :
2 T EEHMREEESERIMNE (R8) ) WEREEHRE
Free SIV at schools participating in SIV School Outreach (Free of charge)
SN TS EMERSNE (AJERINGE) 1 RS 21048 » B
Subsidised SIV at $210 per dose at schools participating in VSS School
Outreach (Extra charge allowed), or

S T ERETE], WEEZHTRERS 210&58) -
Subsidised SIV at $210 per dose from VSS doctors at clinics.

o FAFBITEA KA M ARFEFEHMERME RS - AIERREE -
The Department of Health (DH) appeals to the general public to receive
Seasonal Influenza Vaccination (SI1V) as soon as possible if they have not
already done so.
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Latest Information
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Website #3uh
https://www.chp.gov.hk/en/features/17980.html
https://www.chp.gov.hk/tc/features/17980.html

Enquiry phone number
of vaccination
programmes
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2125 -2125
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Thank you
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