
(Million tonnes)
(Year-on-year

percentage change)
(Million tonnes)

(Year-on-year
percentage change)

Port total  63.3 -5.7  187.9 -3.9
Inward  42.9 -1.8  129.6 +3.5
   Imports  26.1 -5.5  82.2 +6.2
   Inward transhipment  16.8 +4.4  47.4 -0.7
Outward  20.4 -13.0  58.4 -17.1

   Exports(1)  4.9 -40.2  13.9 -42.8
   Outward transhipment  15.5 +1.5  44.5 -3.5

Seaborne(2)  37.4 -6.0  112.3 -5.9
Inward  25.8 -5.3  78.6 -4.0
   Imports  13.0 -12.0  41.8 -6.0
   Inward transhipment  12.8 +2.5  36.8 -1.6
Outward  11.6 -7.4  33.7 -10.2

   Exports(1)  2.2 -19.1  6.1 -24.4
   Outward transhipment  9.4 -4.1  27.6 -6.4

River(2)  25.9 -5.4  75.6 -0.7
Inward  17.1 +3.9  51.0 +17.8
   Imports  13.1 +2.0  40.4 +22.6
   Inward transhipment  4.0 +10.9  10.6 +2.3
Outward  8.8 -19.3  24.6 -24.9

   Exports(1)  2.6 -51.0  7.8 -51.8
   Outward transhipment  6.2 +11.4  16.8 +1.5

Notes : Figures may not add up to the respective totals due to rounding.
(1) Exports comprise domestic exports and re-exports.
(2) Seaborne refers to transport by vessels operating beyond the river trade limits, while

river refers to transport by vessels operating exclusively within the river trade limits.
The river trade limits mean the waters in the vicinity of Hong Kong which broadly
include the Pearl River, Mirs Bay and Macao, and other inland waterways in
Guangdong and Guangxi which are accessible from waters in the vicinity of Hong Kong.

Table 1 : Summary of port cargo statistics

Q3 2020 Q1-Q3 2020



Country/territory of loading ('000 tonnes)
(Year-on-year

percentage change)
('000 tonnes)

(Year-on-year
percentage change)

The mainland of China 21 548 +5.1 65 208 +11.9
    Seaborne (2) 4 554 -8.3 15 006 -9.3
    River (2) 16 994 +9.4 50 202 +20.3
Taiwan 3 184 +4.7 11 973 +70.7
Malaysia 2 190 +2.4 6 616 +3.3
Singapore 1 722 -20.1 5 116 -22.9
Japan 1 730 +6.3 4 638 +0.7
Indonesia 1 512 +8.1 3 789 -27.3
Korea 1 274 +10.9 3 634 +5.9
Vietnam 1 136 -0.3 3 527 +10.0
USA 1 020 -31.4 3 476 -23.9
Thailand 1 088 -11.1 3 473 -3.7

Notes : (1) Inward port cargo comprises imports and inward transhipment.
(2) Seaborne refers to transport by vessels operating beyond the river trade limits, while

river refers to transport by vessels operating exclusively within the river trade limits.
The river trade limits mean the waters in the vicinity of Hong Kong which broadly
include the Pearl River, Mirs Bay and Macao, and other inland waterways in
Guangdong and Guangxi which are accessible from waters in the vicinity of Hong Kong.

Table 2 : Main countries/territories of loading of inward port cargo(1)

Q3 2020 Q1-Q3 2020



Country/territory of discharge ('000 tonnes)
(Year-on-year

percentage change)
('000 tonnes)

(Year-on-year
percentage change)

The mainland of China 11 001 -12.9 30 782 -19.6
    Seaborne (2) 2 949 +3.5 8 270 +8.8
    River (2) 8 051 -17.6 22 511 -26.6
Vietnam 1 139 -15.5 3 418 -22.0
USA  892 -14.6 2 647 -19.7
Taiwan  817 +5.5 2 587 +8.5
Japan  806 -11.4 2 414 -18.0
Philippines  933 +2.3 2 384 -7.0
Macao  768 -33.9 2 133 -1.3
Malaysia  526 -16.4 1 485 -23.5
Thailand  412 -21.6 1 419 -7.8
Korea  462 +13.1 1 419 -6.4

Notes : (1) Outward port cargo comprises exports (domestic exports and re-exports) and outward 
transhipment.

(2) Seaborne refers to transport by vessels operating beyond the river trade limits, while
river refers to transport by vessels operating exclusively within the river trade limits.
The river trade limits mean the waters in the vicinity of Hong Kong which broadly
include the Pearl River, Mirs Bay and Macao, and other inland waterways in
Guangdong and Guangxi which are accessible from waters in the vicinity of Hong Kong.

Table 3 : Main countries/territories of discharge of outward port cargo(1)

Q3 2020 Q1-Q3 2020



Commodity group ('000 tonnes)
(Year-on-year

percentage change)
('000 tonnes)

(Year-on-year
percentage change)

Port total
Stone, sand and gravel 14 251 +4.7 46 118 +31.9
Petroleum, petroleum products 3 388 -29.7 11 348 -26.6
  and related materials
Artificial resins and plastic materials 2 997 +8.1 8 280 +0.6
Machinery 1 668 +6.7 4 741 -2.6
Live animals chiefly for food and 1 197 +0.4 3 899 +6.8
  edible animal products
Logs and timber; wood, simply worked 1 300 -4.3 3 772 -1.6

Seaborne(2)

Stone, sand and gravel 3 372 -7.7 13 604 +36.2
Petroleum, petroleum products 3 304 -23.7 10 657 -25.2
  and related materials
Artificial resins and plastic materials 2 464 +8.3 6 793 -1.8

River(2)

Stone, sand and gravel 10 879 +9.3 32 515 +30.2
Machinery  994 +19.5 2 813 +7.6
Bricks, ceramic tile and refractory  758 -11.1 2 019 -6.3
  construction materials

Notes : (1) Inward port cargo comprises imports and inward transhipment.
(2) Seaborne refers to transport by vessels operating beyond the river trade limits, while

river refers to transport by vessels operating exclusively within the river trade limits.
The river trade limits mean the waters in the vicinity of Hong Kong which broadly
include the Pearl River, Mirs Bay and Macao, and other inland waterways in
Guangdong and Guangxi which are accessible from waters in the vicinity of Hong Kong.

Table 4 : Principal commodities of inward port cargo(1)

Q3 2020 Q1-Q3 2020



Commodity group ('000 tonnes)
(Year-on-year

percentage change)
('000 tonnes)

(Year-on-year
percentage change)

Port total
Artificial resins and plastic materials 2 298 +9.8 6 384 +2.3
Machinery 1 703 -0.8 4 826 -7.4
Logs and timber; wood, simply worked 1 420 -3.0 4 017 -3.8
Metalliferous ores and metal scrap 1 233 -17.3 3 398 -20.5
Pulp and waste paper 1 146 -6.3 3 380 -4.9
Stone, sand and gravel  933 -75.1 2 972 -74.3

Seaborne(2)

Machinery 1 446 +1.1 3 970 -8.4
Metalliferous ores and metal scrap  874 -10.8 2 432 -10.8
Artificial resins and plastic materials  729 -12.4 2 150 -11.9

River(2)

Artificial resins and plastic materials 1 570 +24.5 4 234 +11.5
Logs and timber; wood, simply worked 1 021 -4.7 2 832 -8.6
Stone, sand and gravel  861 -76.4 2 694 -75.9

Notes : (1) Outward port cargo comprises exports (domestic exports and re-exports) and outward transhipment.
(2) Seaborne refers to transport by vessels operating beyond the river trade limits, while

river refers to transport by vessels operating exclusively within the river trade limits.
The river trade limits mean the waters in the vicinity of Hong Kong which broadly
include the Pearl River, Mirs Bay and Macao, and other inland waterways in
Guangdong and Guangxi which are accessible from waters in the vicinity of Hong Kong.

Table 5 : Principal commodities of outward port cargo(1)

Q3 2020 Q1-Q3 2020



('000 TEUs@
)

(Year-on-year
percentage change) ('000 TEUs@

)
(Year-on-year

percentage change)

Port total 4 699 +1.8 13 308 -3.0
Laden containers 3 930 -0.4 11 083 -5.6
Inward 2 073 +2.1 5 876 -3.7
     Imports  566 -9.8 1 670 -10.7
     Inward transhipment 1 507 +7.4 4 206 -0.5
Outward 1 857 -3.1 5 207 -7.7

     Exports(1)  460 -17.9 1 270 -18.2
     Outward transhipment 1 397 +3.1 3 937 -3.7
Empty containers  769 +14.5 2 225 +12.7
Inward  375 +7.2 1 065 +4.5
Outward  394 +22.4 1 161 +21.4

Seaborne(2) 3 220 -0.2 9 221 -3.5
Laden containers 2 679 -3.2 7 623 -7.5
Inward 1 440 -0.4 4 157 -4.4
     Imports  384 -9.0 1 161 -10.3
     Inward transhipment 1 056 +3.1 2 995 -1.9
Outward 1 238 -6.2 3 466 -10.9

     Exports(1)  309 -20.0  811 -23.6
     Outward transhipment  929 -0.5 2 655 -6.2
Empty containers  542 +17.8 1 598 +21.5
Inward  305 +4.4  887 +6.8
Outward  236 +41.2  711 +46.6

River(2) 1 478 +6.3 4 087 -1.8
Laden containers 1 251 +6.1 3 460 -1.2
Inward  633 +8.3 1 719 -1.8
     Imports  182 -11.4  509 -11.6
     Inward transhipment  451 +19.0 1 210 +2.9
Outward  618 +4.0 1 741 -0.5

     Exports(1)  151 -13.3  459 -6.7
     Outward transhipment  468 +11.1 1 282 +1.9
Empty containers  227 +7.3  627 -4.9
Inward  69 +21.5  177 -5.7
Outward  158 +2.0  450 -4.5

Notes : Figures may not add up to the respective totals due to rounding.
(1) Exports comprise domestic exports and re-exports.
(2) Seaborne refers to transport by vessels operating beyond the river trade limits, while

river refers to transport by vessels operating exclusively within the river trade limits.
The river trade limits mean the waters in the vicinity of Hong Kong which broadly
include the Pearl River, Mirs Bay and Macao, and other inland waterways in
Guangdong and Guangxi which are accessible from waters in the vicinity of Hong Kong.

@ TEU stands for twenty-foot equivalent unit which is a unit measure in capacity
terms for different sizes of containers for moving the cargo.

Table 6 : Summary of container statistics

Q3 2020 Q1-Q3 2020



Q3 2020 Q1-Q3 2020

Ocean
   Number of vessel arrivals  5 379  17 762

(-15.9) (-5.2)

   Capacity (Mn. NT#
)  90.5  284.7

(-9.4) (-3.3)

River
   Number of vessel arrivals  15 477  51 482

(-54.1) (-50.1)

   Capacity (Mn. NT#
)  20.4  70.0

(-30.2) (-18.3)

Notes : Figures in brackets are percentage changes compared with preceding year.
# Net ton (NT) is a unit measure in volume terms of the space of a vessel

available for carrying passengers or goods.  One NT is equivalent to 100 cubic feet.

Table 7 : Summary of vessel arrivals


