2 February 2020

Dear Heads of Post,

Fighting the Novel Coronavirus Together

I am writing to present to you the strategy adopted by the
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR) Government in
combatting the novel coronavirus infection and the various measures
we have rolled out as the situation evolves. I should add that many
of these measures have been undertaken well before the declaration
by the World Health Organization that the outbreak of the novel
coronavirus constitutes a Public Health Emergency of International
Concern (PHEIC) on 31 January. I hope you will find this
information useful and re-assuring.

Thanks to an excellent public and private health care system,
Hong Kong enjoys extremely good health indicators. Our robust
public health system has been built up over the years, improved and
strengthened with experiences gained in coping with major disease
outbreak such as avian flu, SARS, swine flu, etc. Institutionally, the
Centre for Health Protection (CHP) under the Department of Health
plays a pivotal role in disease prevention, surveillance and infection
control while the Hospital Authority (HA) and its over 40 medical
institutions provide the screening and treatment services. The
Prevention and Control of Diseases Ordinance (Chapter 599 of the
Laws of Hong Kong) provides the legal basis for the necessary
interventions by the health authority. This system is well tested and
supported by dedicated health care professionals. We are also
privileged to be able to benefit from researches at our universities and
expert advice from renowned professionals working in our two
medical schools. All these components of our public health regime
have been put in place since notification of the outbreak in Wuhan was
received on 31 December 2019. Within days, the Food and Health
Bureau promulgated the Preparedness and Response Plan for Novel
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