Annex
Background of PIRLS 2021

The Progress in International Reading Literacy Study (PIRLS) is administered by the
International Association for the Evaluation of Educational Achievement (IEA) every five
years, aiming to assess the reading literacy (in the mother tongue) of students aged 9 to 10 in
the fourth grade from participating countries or regions.

PIRLS 2021 provided information on Hong Kong P4 students’ relative standard upon
completion of Key Stage I as compared to their counterparts worldwide. Selected by random
sampling, 3 830 students, 3 765 parents and 155 Chinese Language teachers and 144 principals
of primary schools in Hong Kong participated in PIRLS 2021.

PIRLS 2021 was originally scheduled for data collection (i.e. testing and questionnaires) in
2021. In light of the influence of the COVID-19 pandemic, 37 participating countries and
regions (including all four Asian members) were able to carry out the study according to the
original schedule, with P4 students in 2021 taking the test in the second term, known as “wave
17; 14 countries and regions had to delay it by six months, with P5 students in 2022 taking the
test in the first term, known as “wave 2”; and 6 countries and regions delayed it by one year,
with P4 students in 2022 taking the test in the second term, known as “wave 3”. As PIRLS is
meant to assess P4 students’ reading literacy, the IEA only reports the P4 students’ achievement

of 43 participating countries and regions from “wave 1” and “wave 3”.

Ranking of Grade 4 Students’ Reading Achievement
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Wave 3: The test was delayed for one year, and to test the current P4 students.
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Analysis of Primary 4 Students’ Reading Performance
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informational reading (Ranked 3rd) (Ranked 2nd)
Average score for 562 564
literary reading (Ranked 8th) (Ranked 3rd)




